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Welcome to GIFTSym5

Robert Sottilare, Ph.D.

robert.a.sottilare.civ@mail.mil
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GIFTSym5, Orlando, Florida

10 May 2017
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• WiFi – username = gift; password = tutoring

• Refreshments – next door (please see Kat to pay $5 for refreshments)

• Restrooms – outside in the main hall

• Lunch today is 12:00 pm to 1:20 pm

• We will end today at 4:30pm

• Social event begins at 5pm… more information later in this briefing

• Please see Kat to provide your email if you have not already done so… 

this is how you will be told the proceedings are available on GIFTSym5 

(or through GIFTtutoring.org news item)

Announcements
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• Kat Amaya

• Michael Boyce

• Keith Brawner

• Ben Goldberg

• Greg Goodwin

GIFTSym5 Program 

Committee

• Scott Ososky

• Paul Shorter

• Anne Sinatra

• Bob Sottilare

• Michael Hoffman

• Joan Johnston

• Jong Kim

• Rodney Long

• Jason Moss
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Generalized Intelligent  
Framework for Tutoring (GIFT)

A free, modular, open-source tutoring architecture to: 

– capture best tutoring practices and support rapid authoring, reuse and 

interoperability of ITSs

– lower costs and entry skills needed to author ITSs

– enhance the adaptiveness of ITSs to support self-regulated learning (SRL)

• ontology

• tools

• methods

• standards

• exemplars

Adaptive

Training 

Systems

• Adaptive

• Affordable

• Effective

• Gritty

• Flexible

• Collaborative

• Critical Thinkers

• Automated Authoring

• Automated Instruction

• Accurate Learner Modeling

• Accurate Domain Modeling

• Evaluation Tools
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GIFT Users

Over 1000 registered users in 66 countries… including the USA

Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Canada, Chile, China, 

Colombia, Croatia, Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Hong Kong, Hungary, India,

Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Italy,  Jamaica, Japan, Latvia, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Namibia, Nepal, 

Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Singapore, South Korea, 

South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Taiwan, Tanzania, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States of 

America, Vanuatu, Vietnam, Zimbabwe
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5 years of GIFTSym
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Agenda - Wednesday
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No-Host Social:

• Rock & Brews Oviedo 

• 7131 Red Bug Lake Rd, 

Oviedo, FL 32765

• Wednesday: 5pm-7:30pm

Social Event



UNCLASSIFIED

The Nation’s Premier Laboratory for Land Forces

10

DISTRIBUTION A – APPROVED FOR 

PUBLIC RELEASE

Agenda - Thursday
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• Center for Adaptive Instructional 

Sciences (CAIS)

• Purpose – community development 

of adaptive instructional capabilities 

& standards

• https://www.arl.army.mil/opencampu

s/centers/cais

• GIFT Summer Camp (pilot) – June 2017

• Purpose – training GIFT users to 

author ITSs

• Intent – open Summer Camp to 

public users in 2018

• GIFT Instructional Videos on YouTube –

coming soon

New GIFT Activities - 2017

https://www.arl.army.mil/opencampus/centers/cais
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New GIFT Capabilities

Authoring

Effectiveness

Evaluation 

Methods

Individual

Learner 

Modeling

Team

Modeling

Instructional 

Management

Domain

Modeling

Architecture 

& 

Ontology

Ben Goldberg

Anne Sinatra

Standards

Scott Ososky

Keith Brawner

Greg Goodwin

Bob Sottilare
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• Team Tutoring Approaches - Anne Sinatra, Joan Johnston & Bob 

Sottilare

• Metacognitive Instructional Approaches to Complex Learning Tasks -

Ben Goldberg & Gautam Biswas

• Automated Scenario Generation – Bob Sottilare & Keith Brawner

• New Learning Environments 

• Augmented Reality - Jason Moss, Pat Garrity & Joe LaViola

• Adaptive MOOCs – Vincent Aleven, Ryan Baker & Rodney Long

• Psychomotor Domains – Bob Sottilare & Jong Kim

Emerging Capabilities
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• Agent-based Architecture for GIFT - Ben Nye, Bob Sottilare & Keith 

Brawner

• Collaborative Authoring – Scott Ososky, Mike Hoffman & Rodney 

Long

• Accelerated Learning – Bob Sottilare

• ITS Standards - Bob Sottilare, Xiangen Hu & Art Graesser

Emerging Capabilities
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• GIFTSym6 will be expanded to three days

• Presentations and Demonstrations of GIFT capabilities

• GIFTSym6 Program Committee will be expanded beyond ARL

• Interested in serving… contact Bob Sottilare

• ARL Post Doctoral Fellow at USMA

• Part of the ARL-USMA Simulation & Training Cell

• Focus on accelerated learning through adaptive instruction 

research 

• CAIS organizational structure will be formalized

• ARL and external participants will elect board members 

(government, academia, industry, international) in 2018 

• CAIS will become responsible for GIFTSym in 2018

Next Steps… 
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Interested in learning more…

Books, technical papers 

and research information 

are freely available at: 

• www.GIFTtutoring.org/documents

• Google Play

• Facebook, ResearchGate & 

LinkedIn


